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283 N. ROBERTS PHONE (406) 449-2694 HELENA. MONTANA 59601 

November 15, 1972 



The Honorable Forrest H. Anderson 

Governor 

State of Montana 

Helena, Montana 

Dear Governor Anderson: 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 82-4002, R.C.M., 1947, 
we herewith transmit to you the report of the Montana Historical Society 
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1972. 

Among major accomplishments for the year: 

. Expansion of facilities through new parking area. 

. Advancement of program for state archives; co-operative 
work with Department of Administration in developing 
state records management program. 

. Continued increase in visitor attendance and in circu¬ 
lation of MONTANA, The Magazine of Western History. 

. Increase in volume of merchandise sales; Society level of 
self-support is now about 65 percent. 

. Organization of volunteer docent (guide) group composed of 
about 40 Helena women. 

. Co-operation with University of Montana in Young Historian 
program. Co-operation with all University units in collect¬ 
ing and listing library materials. 

. Assumption of responsibilities for American Revolution 
Bicentennial observance in Montana, and starting planning 
for it. 


Respectfully, 


t 

SG/vk 


Sam Gilluly 
Director 


i 








« 



























































TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Table of Contents. i 

Principal Offices and Officers . 1 

Legal References. 3 

Principal Goals . 4 

Major Accomplishments. 5 

Program Descriptions . 6 

Program Cost Summary.13 


- i - 









Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from 
Montana State Library 


https://archive.org/details/annualreportofm1972mont_2 


PRINCIPAL OFFICES AND OFFICERS 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


OFFICERS 


TERM OF OFFICE 

HOME ADDRESS 

Harold G. Stearns, President 

7-1-71 to 7-1-76 

Harlowton 

Wilbur P. Werner, Vice President 

7-1-69 to 7-1-74 

P. 0. Box 1244, Cut Bank 

Mrs. Louis W. Hagener, Secretary 

7-1-70 to 7-1-75 

612 - 17th Street, Havre 

Mrs. Charles A. Bovey 

7-1-72 to 7-1-77 

P. 0. Box 1653, Great Falls 

Henry S. Ruegamer 

7-1-70 to 7-1-75 

Drawer Q, Hardin 

Manson Bailey, Jr. 

7-1-71 to 7-1-73 

P. 0. Box 743, Glasgow 

Dr. Merrill G. Burlingame 

7-1-71 to 7-1-76 

1419 S. Willson, Bozeman 

Newell Gough, Jr. 

7-1-68 to 7-1-73 

P. 0. Box 1686, Helena 

Mrs. A. C. MacDonald 

7-1-69 to 7-1-74 

1500 River Avenue, Glendive 

E. E. MacGiJvra 

7-1-68 to 7-1-73 

305 Silver Bow Block, Butte 

Doris Marsolais Marshall 

7-1-71 to 7-1-76 

931 Knight Street, Helena 

Joe Medicine Crow 

7-1-72 to 7-1-77 

P. 0. Box 374, Crow Agency 

Mel Ruder 

7-1-72 to 7-1-77 

P. 0. Box 189, Columbia Falls 

Branson G. Stevenson 

7-1-69 to 7-1-74 

715 Fourth Avenue North, Great Falls 

James H. Vanderbeck 

7-1-70 to 7-1-75 

P. 0. Box 235, Virginia City 












































































































PRINCIPAL OFFICES AND OFFICERS 


(continued) 



PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 

Sam Gilluly, Director 
Harriett C. Meloy, Librarian 
Thomas M. Posey, Curator 

Vivian Paladin, Editor (Chief, Publications) 
Dorothea Neath, Merchandise Manager 


PRINCIPAL OFFICE 

Veterans and Pioneers Memorial Building, Helena, Montana 
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LEGAL REFERENCES 


Statutory authority for operations of the Montana Historical 
Society is provided by Section 44-523, R.C.M., 1947. 

The 1969 Legislative Session, in Section 82-3208, R.C.M., 1947, 
designated the Montana Historical Society as the State Archives, also 
providing for appointment of a State Archivist by the Society Director. 

Section 82A-503 R.C.M. 
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PRINCIPAL GOALS 


The Montana Historical Society’s goals are well defined in its 
statutory authority. In general they are to collect, preserve and inter¬ 
pret historical information and objects. 
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MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


1. Increased facilities for all departments. 

2. Advanced program for state archives. 

3. Increased visitor attendance. 

4. Increased circulation of MONTANA Magazine and MONTANA POST. 

5. Continued co-operative program with University system and 
private college libraries and history departments to 
coordinate information and efforts in collection of 
historical materials. 

6. Increased merchandising volume. 

7. Improved building security. 

8. Increased planning and other services to local and county 
museums in Montana. 
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PROGRAM — ADMINISTRATION — 01 


GOALS 


The goals of the Administration Program are to provide general 
supervision of all programs of the Society; to provide liaison with the 
legislature and other state agencies; to carry out policies established by 
the Board of Trustees and to maintain liaison between the Board and staff; 
to direct public relations on a personal and news media basis. 

OBJECTIVES 

. Maintain budget control. 

. Provide personnel management and selection. 

. Direct or originate informational programs for public. 

. Assist in merchandising. 

. Maintenance of correspondence files and records. 

. Seek acquisitions and sponsors for exhibits. 

. Work with Board of Trustees in development and implementation 
of policies. 

. To encourage and assist creative and service programs from 
budgetary standpoint. 


ACHIEVEMENTS 


Much of the Society’s work is of a promotional nature, aimed at 
stimulating interest, attendance, and support. This is a primary responsibility 
of the director and is carried on by direct, personal contacts through the 
medium of press releases, speeches, radio, and TV interviews. 

Administration assumes the responsibility for rare bronze promotions 

and sales. 


Obtained additional financial support for new lumber exhibit in 
formal museu i. 

Active in acquisition of new art and library materials. 

Coordinated plans for first major art show and sale "RENDEZVOUS OF 
WESTERN ART." 
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PROGRAM — LIBRARY — 02 
GOALS 

. To collect and preserve all records relating to the history of 
Montana. These include personal diaries, journals, correspondence; business 
papers, journals, day books, photographs; and records from all units of 
government (state, county, city, and school district). 

OBJECTIVES 


. To provide resources and services for all researchers who visit 
the library. Researchers include casual tourists requesting information 
about places and people, genealogists, students (all categories from Young 
Historian to writers of doctoral dissertations), travel writers, authors and 
publishers (national and international), non-Montana scholars writing on Montana 
subjects, officials from other state agencies (especially the legislature). 

ACHIEVEMENTS 


During the last four quarters the archives division has acquired 
600 linear feet of papers and records of persons and organizations. A sample 
of names and businesses represented are these: the Montana Stockgrowers 
Association, Holter Hardware Company, William E. Keeley, Burton K. Wheeler, 
W T illiam Scallon, Louis P. Donovan, John T. Murphy, Edmond G. Toomey, and the 
Montana Chamber of Commerce. 

Almost 400 cubic feet of Montana state agency records were placed 
in the state archives. Some of these agencies are: the Livestock Commission, 
Department of Agriculture, State Hospital, and the 1971 Legislative Assembly. 
Almost 15,000 cubic feet of public record material was appraised and authorized 
for destruction. 

Photographs were acquired at the rate of at least three a day. The 
use of the picture collection was extremely heavy. One researcher, accumulating 
subjects for a slide project under a Title III federal program, examined about 
4,000 photos and processed 2,000 subjects for classroom use in the study of 
Montana history throughout Montana. Time-Life Books has purchased at least 25 
photographs for their forthcoming Cowboy Book in a series of Western Studies. 

Library users spending one day or longer, researching such topics 
as women's rights, Indian customs, political history of the 1920's and '30's, 
numbered about one hundred. Many hundreds more made shorter visits or mail 
inquiries. 


Preservation of newspapers on microfilm continues with the addition 
>f over 400 rolls of Montana weeklies. We are loaning microfilm to students 
in both of the universities. 
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PROGRAM — LIBRARY 


02 


ACHIEVEMENTS (Continued) 

A guide to the manuscript holdings of the library/archives is ready 
for publishing. This valuable tool was compiled as a cooperative project 
with the University of Montana and Montana State University. 

Special projects, such as one established for the collection of 
oral hisv ory interviews with funds from the Teakle legacy and using the time 
and talent of Dr. Jeffrey Safford, an MSU professor, are progressing well. 

The Montana Historical Society continues its leadership role in encouraging 
and implementing the Young Historian Program and the Council to Preserve 
Montana History. 

One of the most significant proceedings in the past year was the 
visitation of Dr. Gerald Ham, Wisconsin State Archivist, who spent two days 
in Helena studying the Historical library, archives and state government 
records situation. Dr. Ham's evaluation, contained in a 66-page report, 
provides much useful information and guidance for continuing and upgrading 
present program, and for initiating new procedures to benefit the state and 
to preserve Montana historical records. 

Although the library/archives goal is to institute a well-rounded 
program of preservation, service, interpretation, and publication, with the 
small size of our staff and breadth of duties, we can only perform the most 
limited of functions. We justify our existence on the basis of a limited 
program accomplished as well as possible. 
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PROGRAM — MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES — 03 


GOALS 


. To provide interpretations of Montana history through displays 
and dioramas; to acquire and display Western art and contemporary creations; 
to provide systematic cataloging and care of both historical artifacts and 
all art; to give technical assistance to smaller museums and historical 
societies. 

OBJECTIVES 


. To renovate and update museum exhibits as funding is available. 
Includes completion of Indian-Fur Trade Room and a new treatment of present 
exhibits in the area of Transportation. Expanding our mining exhibits to 
include surface mining; installation of new section delineating history of 
Montana logging and lumbering in compliance with legislative resolution and 
with financing by the industry in Montana. 

. Improve and enhance art gallery exhibitions with as wide a variety 
as possible with respect to style and media. Establish an annual exhibit which 
would bring the top names in the Western art field into the Montana area. 

. Program to utilize Society's art collection, with segments of 
Society's collection to be made available to qualifying groups and agencies 
throughout Montana. Establish a program of education by taking certain objects 
fror the Society's collection into classrooms throughout the State. Training 
of a volunteer group who will not only act as guides in our own installation 
but will carry a program of education beyond the physical limitation of our 
building's walls. 

. Continue creation of special historical exhibits for "traveling". 

Both museum and library materials will be used. Goal is further communication 
with outlying Montana communities. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Approximately 12,000 square feet of new exhibit space was opened to 
the general ^ublic the latter part of July, 1970, allowing better exhibition 
facilities for our collections of C. M. Russell works, Towe Fords, and fine art— 
both permanent and traveling. 

Work progressed on museum renovation and continual maintenance. 
Up-dating of audio tapes, labeling, and exhibit techniques provide a "new and 
changing look" for these areas. 

A "Docent" or guide program was established. Forty-one volunteers are 
now being trained by the museum staff. 
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PROGRAM — MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 


03 


ACHIEVEMENTS (Continued) 

Assistance to small museums continues to increase. More and more 
state small museums are asking the Society for aid in planning. The aid 
provided includes technical planning and organizational assistance. 
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 


PROGRAM — MAGAZINE (PUBLICATIONS) — 04 
GOALS 


To provide a quarterly historical journal of high quality, devoted 
to the history of the American West; publication of a Society bulletin; to 
assist both museum and merchandising departments in development of brochures, 
promotional literature, catalogs and other published items. 

OBJECTIVES 


. MONTANA, The Magazine of Western History strikes a mean between 
scholarly and popular publications and continues to be a leader in its field 
in terms of subject matter, layout, art, color printing and general editorial 
excellence. 


. Both the Magazine and THE MONTANA POST, Society bulletin, literally 
act as "ambassadors” of the Society in interpreting its work and goals to 
Montanans and thousands of subscribers outside Montana. 

. Talents of the editor and her assistant are frequently utilized 
for various productions of brochures and other materials utilized by the 
merchandising and museum divisions. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 


The Magazine, with a printing of 15,000, continues with the largest 
circulation in its field among publications of historical societies in the 
United States. 

Both the magazine and THE POST are important in various offerings 
for sale by the Society, since the mailing list they generate is used in 
promotion. 


The editor and her work continue to be recognized by professional 
organizations, including national awards by the National Federation of Press 
Women, the National Cowboy Hall of Fame,and the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation. 

Demonstrably, the publications attract thousands of visitors to 
Montana and to our museums and galleries. 
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PROGRAM — MERCHANDISE — 05 


GOALS 


The goals are aggressive marketing to support its own program, 
provide financial support to the museum program, and partially support the 
financial program of MONTANA, The Magazine of Western History. 

OBJECTIVES 


. To improve and accelerate the present sales program in the 
Society ’j sales area and to increase direct mail sales. 

. To supervise and train all sales personnel whose members may 
be either permanent or temporary. 

. To provide adequate and acceptable inventory control. 

. To promote public relations with all visitors to the Society 
building as well as those who are customers of the Society. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 


The merchandise program has shown a substantial increase in business 
during the year. Sales are primarily of books, rare or limited editions of 
bronzes, art prints, consigned or purchased art, and miscellaneous items of 
many kinds. 

The wholesale division increased since we are the sole distributors 
of inree new books, namely, "Black Moccasin," "Rendezvous of Western Art" and 
the limited edition of "Boyhood Sketches of Charles M. Russell." In conjunction 
with the Colorado Medical Society and Northwest Medicine, both of which are 
medical journals, we developed a program of selling oil on canvas prints which 
has been most successful. 

We held our "First Annual Rendezvous of Western Art" show which 
drew many guests from Montana as well as from other states. Our first effort 
in a project of this kind created a great deal of interest in our Society. 

The Merchandise Department created, assembled, and mailed more than 
60,000 promo ional brochures to selected customers throughout the United States 
and Canada. 

In cooperation with Reed and Barton, Silversmiths, the first edition 
of a Russell silver plate, "Free Trapper," was offered to our clientele. The 
response has exceeded all expectations. 
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PROGRAM — MERCHANDISE — 05 


ACHIEVEMENTS (Continued) 

Receptions have been held for the opening of several art shows 
and sales in our galleries. This has brought many new visitors to the 
Museum. 
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PROGRAM COST SUMMARY 



Administration 

Library 

Mus eum 

Magazine 

Merchandise 

Total Programs 


Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 



Total by Category 


General Fund 

Earmarked Revenue 

Donations FPRA 

Veterans - Pioneers FPRA 

Revolving Account 

Benton Avenue Cemetery Account 

Agency Account 

Total Fun ing 



Increase 


FY 1971-72 FY 1970-71 (Decrease) 


$ 69,638. 

$ 72,891. 

$( 

3,253.) 

85,333. 

71,120. 


14,213. 

43,370. 

52,217. 

( 

8,847.) 

99,073. 

81,518. 


17,555. 

246,860. 

236,702. 


10,158. 

$544,274. 

$514,448. 

$ 

29,826. 

$188,444. 

$181,863. 

$ 

6,581. 

325,313. 

293,397. 


31,916. 

30,517. 

39,188. 

( 

8,671.) 

$544,274. 

$514,448. 

$ 

29,826. 

$154,945. 

$142,980. 

$ 

11,965 

41,701. 

50,017. 

( 

8,316.) 

1,695. 

2,300. 

( 

605.) 


556. 

( 

556.) 

280,923. 

244,378. 


36,545. 


375. 

( 

375.) 

65,010. 

73,842. 

( 

8,832.) 

$544,274. 

$514,448. 

$ 

29,826. 
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